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Conference theme and objectives

Protein-coding genes account for less than 2% of the entire genome. The other 98% were considered for years
as “junk” DNA as they correspond to non-coding genomic sequences. However, it is now becoming clear that
the major part of the genome is transcribed into RNA molecules and that these non-coding RNAs have
important regulatory roles in gene expression.

The present meeting will focus on this non-coding part of the genome, which still remains largely unexplored. It
will shed light on recent advances in the discovery of new non-coding RNAs and their functional
characterization. The topics covered during the meeting will relate both to small non-coding RNAs (i.e. miRNA),
as well as to the more recently described long non-coding RNAs and circular RNAs. In addition to their
involvement in fundamental biological processes, their contribution in various diseases will also be addressed.
Their use as diagnostic markers and their potential as future therapeutic targets will be discussed.

Seven invited speakers, with a renowned expertise in the field, will give keynote lectures: Dr. Julieta Aprea
Perez, Dresden; Prof. Pierre Close, ULiege; Prof. Denis Lafontaine, ULB; Prof. Eleonora Leucci, KULeuven; Prof.
Pieter Mestdagh, UGhent; Dr. Antonin Morillon, Institut Curie, Paris and Dr. Sébastien Pfeffer, Strasbourg.

This event aims at gathering up to 120-150 participants, including academics, scientific and laboratory staff,
PhD students and postdoc researchers from Belgian universities. Young scientists will be invited to submit
abstracts for short talks and/or poster presentations.

Sponsorship packages
Three sponsorship packages are available:

e GOLD SPONSOR 500 € (excl. VAT)
o Possibility to set up an exhibition stand in the lounge close to the meeting room to present
your products to the customers
o 1-page company profile in abstract book
Logo on all communication material (invitation, poster, program & abstract book...) and on
the event website with link to company's site
o 2 free registrations to the conference (incl. lunch)

e  SILVER SPONSOR 300 € (excl. VAT)
o 1-page company profile in abstract book
o Logo on all communication material (invitation, poster, program & abstract book...) and on
the event website with link to company's site
o 2 free registrations to the conference (incl. lunch)

e BRONZE SPONSOR 200 € (excl. VAT)
o Logo on all communication material (invitation, poster, program & abstract book...) and on
the event website with link to company's site
o 1 free registration to the conference (incl. lunch)
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TITLE OF THE EVENT: Non-coding RNA in health and disease.

ORGANIZERS: the Belgian Society for Cell and Developmental Biology & the Namur Research Institute for Life
Sciences (NARILIS) — University of Namur

DATE: March 18, 2022
LOCATION: Namur
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